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Name: 
Mary Florence Magada-Ward
Address: 
Department of Philosophy


Middle Tennessee State University


Murfreesboro, TN 37132


Email: Mary.Magada-Ward@mtsu.edu


(615) 898-5174
University Education: 


Southern Illinois University at Carbondale, 1988-93


Bowling Green State University, 1979-81 & 1982-85


Ohio University, 1982
Degrees and Awards: 


Ph.D, Southern Illinois University at Carbondale, 1993


Dissertation Research Fellowship, 1992


Doctoral Fellowship, 1991-92


M.A., Southern Illinois University at Carbondale, 1989


Masters Fellowship, 1988-89


B.A., Bowling Green State University, 1985


University Trustees Fellowship, 1981-82
Teaching Experience: 


Professor of Philosophy, 2006-present, Chair of the Department of Philosophy 


and Religious Studies, 2020-present
Associate Professor of Philosophy, Middle Tennessee State University, 1999-2006
Assistant Professor of Philosophy, Middle Tennessee State University, 1993-1999
Courses: Philosophy of Gender, Feminist Epistemology, American Philosophy, Aesthetics, Philosophy of Language, Feminist Theory, Science and Pseudoscience, History of Ancient and Medieval Philosophy, Analytic Philosophy, Ethics, Introduction to Philosophy, Elementary Logic and Critical Thinking


Graduate Instructor, Southern Illinois University at Carbondale, 1991, 1993


Courses: Moral Decisions, Problems in Philosophy
Areas of Specialization: 


Feminist Philosophy, American Pragmatism
Areas of Competence: 


Philosophy of Language, Philosophy of Science, Aesthetics
Languages: 
German (reading ability)
Dissertation: 
Imagination and the Struggle with Fact: 


Towards a Pragmaticist Feminist Philosophy of Science


Director: Mark Johnson
Professional Memberships: 


American Philosophies Forum
American Philosophical Association
 Society for the Advancement of American Philosophy
Tennessee Philosophical Association, [president, 1999]
Publications:
(1)  “The Allure of the Disgusting,” Journal of Speculative Philosophy, Vol. 35, No. 3, 2021, 243-256.
(2)  “The Limits of Our World Are the Limits of Our Forbearance,” Poetic Pragmatism: Singular Voices and Shared Practices, ed. John J. Stuhr, forthcoming
(3)  “Neither Yours nor Mine but Ours: On the Communal Nature of Truth and Rational Belief,” Journal of Speculative Philosophy, Vol. 34, no. 4, 2020, 478-490           
(4)  “Immediate Family: On the Consolation, Embellishment, and Distortion of Memory,” Journal of Speculative Philosophy, Vol. 33, No. 2, 2019, 310-322.
(5)  “What is the American Sublime? Ruminations on Peircian Phenomenology and the Paintings of Barnett Newman,” Contemporary Pragmatism, Vol. 15, No. 1, 2019, 1-11.
(6)  “In Praise of Pagan Virtues: Toward a Renewed Philosophical Pedagogy,” Journal of Speculative Philosophy, Vol. 32, No. 1, 2018, 200-214.
(7)  “He Saw What Was Going to Happen in the World and Put it on Stage,” Journal of Speculative Philosophy, Vol. 31, No. 1, 2017, 177-189.
(8)  “Can a Feminist Love the Super Bowl?” Journal of Speculative Philosophy, Vol. 30, No. 1, 2016, 94-103.
(9)  “Why Pragmatists Should Not be Cyborgs,” Journal of Speculative Philosophy, Vol. 28, No. 4, 2014, 472-488.
(10)  “Engaging with Philosophy’s ‘Limit-Defying Provocateur:’ A Review of Shusterman’s Pragmatism: Between Literature and Somaesthetics,” Contemporary Pragmatism, Vol. 10, No. 1 (June 2013), 167-174.
(11)  “The Virtues and Dangers of Connecting Art to Life: Can Pragmatism Address Balthus?,” Journal of Speculative Philosophy, Vol. 25, Number 1, 2011.
(12)  “Review of Feminist Epistemology and American Pragmatism: Dewey and Quine,” Journal of Speculative Philosophy, Vol. 24, Number 2, 2010
(13)  “On Wanting to Write This as Rose Selavy: Reflections on Sherrie Levine and Peircian Semiotic,” The Journal of Speculative Philosophy, Vol. 23, number 1, 2009.
(14)  “Transformative Criticism, Virtual Meaning, and Community: Peirce on Signs and Experience,” The Journal of Speculative Philosophy, Vol. 22, Number 2, 2008
(15)  “Review of From Realism to “Realicism”: The Metaphysics of Charles Sanders Peirce,” Newsletter of the Society for the Advancement of American Philosophy, No. 106, November 2007
(16)  “’If Men Could Get Pregnant …’: Singer and Gilligan on Abortion,” Metaphilosophy, July 2007
(17)  Entry on “Reflective Ideas,” Encyclopedia of American Philosophy, eds. Lachs and Talisse, Routledge, 2007
(18)  “Helping Thought and Keeping it Pragmatical or, Why Experience Plays Practical Jokes,” Contemporary Pragmatism, December 2005.
(19)  “Review of Beyond Epistemology,”  Contemporary Pragmatism, June 2005
(20)  “Response to Elizabeth Cooke’s ‘Fallibilism, Progress, and the Long Run in Peirce’s Philosophy of Science,’” Southwest Philosophy Review, Vol. 20, No. 2, July, 2004
(21)  “Review of Fateful Shapes of Human Freedom,” Newsletter of the Society for the Advancement of American Philosophy, No. 98, June 2004
(22)  “’As Parts of One Esthetic Total’: Inference, Imagery, and Self-Knowledge in the Later Peirce,” Journal of Speculative Philosophy, Vol. 17, no. 3, 2003
(23)  “Rescuing Keller by Abducting Her: Towards a Pragmaticist Feminist Philosophy of Science,” Journal of Speculative Philosophy, Vol. 13, No. 1, 1999
Presentations:
(1)  Symposium Participant, The American Philosophies Forum, April 9-11, 2021
(2)  Interviewee, “MTSU’s On the Record,” February 2021
(3)  Invited Presenter, MTSU’s Women’s and Gender Studies Research Series, September 19, 2019
(4)  Symposium Participant, The American Philosophies Forum, Atlanta, April 4-6, 2019.
(5)  Symposium Participant, The American Philosophies Forum, New Orleans, April 5-7, 2018
(6)  Keynote Speaker and Judge, Ethics Bowl, Oakland HS, 2018 
(7)  Invited Presenter, “Shared Practices & Singular Voices: Vincent Colapietro’s Poetic Pragmatism,” Penn State, September 29-30, 2017
(8)  Symposium Participant, American Philosophies Forum, Emory University, Atlanta, April 6-8, 2017
(9)  Symposium Participant, American Philosophies Forum, Key West, FLA, April 7-9, 2016.
(10)  Invited Presenter, Conference on “Embodying Philosophy,” University of Oregon, April 23-25, 2015
(11)  Symposium Participant, American Philosophies Forum, Savannah, GA, April 2-4, 2015
(12)  Presenter, The Charles S. Peirce International Congress, University of Massachusetts at Lowell, June 16 – 19, 2014
(13)  Symposium Participant, The American Philosophies Forum, Stony Brook University Manhattan, April 2014
(14)  Symposium Participant, The American Philosophies Forum, Emory University, April 2013
(15)  Symposium Participant, The American Philosophies Forum, Penn State, April 2012
(16)  Invited Commentary, “Response to John J. Kaag’s Idealism, Pragmatism, and Feminism: The Philosophy of Ella Lyman Cabot,” Society for the Advancement of American Philosophy, Fordham University at Lincoln Center, March 2012
(17)  Symposium Participant, The American Philosophies Forum, Madrid, June 2011
(18)  Symposium Participant, The American Philosophies Forum, Emory University, April 2010
(19)  Invited Commentary: “Response to ‘Does Bell’s Theorem Imply Metaphysical Realism’,” Tennessee Philosophical Association, Vanderbilt University, November 2009
(20)  Symposium Participant, The American Philosophies Forum, Emory University, April 2009
(21)  Refereed Paper: “In Praise of Museumification,” Tennessee Philosophical Association, Vanderbilt University, November 2008
(22)  Invited Lecture: “Neither Yours Nor Mine But Ours: Feminist Reconceptions of Objectivity,” Department of Philosophy, Dickinson College, April 2008
(23)  Symposium Participant, The American Philosophies Forum, Vanderbilt University, April 3-5, 2008
(24)  Refereed Paper: “On Wanting to Write This as Rose Selavy: Reflections on Sherrie Levine and Peircian Semiotic,” Tennessee Philosophical Association, Vanderbilt University, November 2007
(25)  Panelist, “Discussion of the ‘Genocide Awareness Project,’” MTSU, 2006
(26)  Invited Commentary: “Response to ‘The Deferential Wife and Responsibility for Lacking Self-Respect,’” Central States Philosophical Association, University of Kentucky, 2005
(27)  Guest Lecturer, Prof. N. Boone’s graduate seminar on Music Education, October 2005
(28)  Invited Panelist: “Are Universities, in Fact, Open and Diverse Environments?,” Society for the Advancement of American Philosophy, California State University Bakersfield, 2005
(29)  Refereed Paper: “Helping Thought and Keeping it Pragmatical or, Why Experience Plays Practical Jokes,” Society for the Advancement of American Philosophy, California State University Bakersfield, 2005
(30)  Refereed Paper, “’If Men Could get Pregnant …’: Singer and Gilligan on Abortion,” Society for the Advancement of American Philosophy, Birmingham Southern College, 2004
(31)  Invited Lectures: “Rescuing Keller by Abducting Her” & “’As Parts of One Esthetic Total,’” Department of Philosophy, University of Oregon, 2004
(32)  Commentary, “Response to Elizabeth Cooke’s ‘Fallibilism, Progress, and the Long Run in Peirce’s Philosophy of Science,’” Southwestern Philosophical Society, Memphis, 2003
(33)  Refereed paper: “’As Parts of One Esthetic Total’: Inference, Imagery, and Self-Knowledge in the Later Peirce,” Society for the Advancement of American Philosophy, University of Colorado at Denver, 2003
(34)  Commentary: “Response to ‘Affirmative Action and the Issue of Social justice: Why Not a Universal Class-Based Policy?,’” Tennessee Philosophical Association, Vanderbilt University, 2001
(35)  Invited Lecture: “Science and Ethics,” MTSU Chemistry Club, 2000
(36)  Refereed Paper: “Feeling, Action, Thought: The Normative Sciences as Ground for a Self-Consciously Feminist Pedagogy,” Society for the Advancement of American Philosophy, Indiana University Purdue University, 2000
(37)  Commentary: “Response to ‘What Happens in Peirce’s Indefinitely Distant Future, and Do We Really Want to Go There?’,” Tennessee Philosophical Association, Vanderbilt University, 2000
(38)  Commentary: “Response to ‘A Point in Time: On the Representation of Time as an Arrow’,” Tennessee Philosophical Association, Vanderbilt University, 1999
(39)  Commentary: “Response to ‘Consilience and Professor Wilson: Are Philosophers Blocking the Road of Inquiry?’,” Tennessee Philosophical Association, Vanderbilt University, 1998
(40)  Invited Lecture: "Demystifying Scientific Objectivity," MTSU Honors Lecture  Series,1998
(41)  "Response to 'Difference and Power: The Demand for Equality and the Pregnancy Debate'," Mid South Philosophy Conference, University of Memphis, 1998
(42)  Invited Panelist: “The Impact of the Common Creation Story,” Descendents Day! Celebration, Bicentennial Mall, Nashville, TN, 1998
(43)  Commentary: "Response to 'Morality as Art: A Deweyan Glimpse at Metaphor and Moral Imagination'," Tennessee Philosophical Association, Vanderbilt University, 1997
(44)  Commentary: "Response to 'Thirst Simpliciter in Plato's Republic'," Tennessee Philosophical Association, Vanderbilt University, 1997
(45)  Commentary: "Response to 'A Defensible Attack on Gettier's Counterexamples," Tennessee Philosophical Association, Vanderbilt University, 1996
(46)  Refereed Paper: "Embodied Knowers and Fecund World: The Case for a Pragmaticist Feminist Philosophy of Science," Tennessee Philosophical Association, Vanderbilt University, 1995
(47)  Commentary: "Response to 'The Necessity of Knowledge: A Defense of Peirce's Thoroughgoing Realism'," Mid South Philosophy Conference, University of Memphis, 1995
(48)  Invited Lecture: "Rescuing Keller by Abducting Her," Female Faculty Development Series, MTSU, 1994
(49)  Invited Lecture: "Perceptual Judgment and Abductive Inference in the Later Peirce," Graduate Seminar, Southern Illinois University at Carbondale, 1994
(50)  Commentary: "Response to 'The Function of Ambiguity'," Mid South Philosophy Conference, University of Memphis, 1994
Awards and Grants:
(1)  Nominee, Athena Award, Spring 2020
(2)  Recipient, MTSU Women’s and Gender Studies Program Award for Outstanding 
Teaching for 2015 – 2016
(3)  Recipient, MTSU Foundation Award for Outstanding Teaching in General Education, 2015
(4)  Recipient, Inaugural College of Liberal Arts Faculty Teaching Award, 2015
(5)  FRCAC Grant (Fall Semester 2014)
(6)  FRCAC Summer Research Grant, 2011
(7)  Recipient, College of Liberal Arts Outstanding Advisor Award, 2011
(8)  FRCAC Summer Research Grant, 2008
Service to the Profession:
(1)  Reviewer, Transactions of the Charles S. Peirce Society, 2021
(2)  External Evaluator for Dr. Jerold J. Abrams, Creighton University, Fall 2019
(3)  Reviewer, Journal of Speculative Philosophy, 2016, 2018
(4)  Reviewer, Journal of Problem Solving, 2017
(5)  Judge, Final Round of Ethics Bowl, Oakland HS, 2017
(6)  Reviewer, Transaction of the Charles S. Peirce Society, 2016
(7)  External Evaluator for Dr. Elizabeth Cooke, Creighton University, Fall 2012
(8)  Academic Auditor, Austin Peay State University, Spring 2012
(9)  Reviewer, Indiana University Press, 2007
(10)  Program Co-Chair, Society for the Advancement of American Philosophy, 2007
(11)  Program Committee, Society for the Advancement of American Philosophy, 2006
(12)  Executive Committee, Society for the Advancement of American Philosophy, 2005-8
(13)  Reviewer, Fordham University Press, 2003
(14)  Reviewer, Hypatia, 1999-2000
(15)  Reviewer, Fordham University Press, 2003
Service to MTSU:
(1) Director, Savana Tucker Mezquiriz’s Honors Thesis, Spring 2021
(2)  Director, Andrew Modaff’s Honors Thesis, Fall 2020
(3)  Coordinator, External Review for the Department of Philosophy, Spring 2020, Fall 2012
(4)  Coordinator, Major Field Test for the Department of Philosophy, 2011-present
(5)  Coordinator, PHIL 1030, General Education Assessment, 2012–2018
(6)  Tenure and Promotion Committee, College of Liberal Arts, 2011-13.
(7)  College of Liberal Arts Dean Search Committee, 2011
(8)  Mentor, MTSU Scholars Week, 2010-2020 (each year)
(9)  Faculty Appeals Committee, 2010-2011
(10)  Advising Coordinator, Department of Philosophy, 2007-present
(11)  Director, Erin Meaker’s URSCA Grant and Honors Thesis, 2007
(12)  Tenure and Promotion Committee, Liberal Arts, 2003-5
(13)  MTSU Animal Care and Use Committee, 1999-2001
(14)  Faculty Senate, 2000-2002
(15)  Faculty Leadership Academy, 2000
(16)  President's Commission on the Status of Women, 1996-2000, [chair, 1998-2000]
(17)  Faculty Research and Creative Activity Committee, 1997-99, [chair, 1998-99]
(18)  Director, Christy Rose’s Honors Thesis, 1999
(19)  McNair Program, mentor, 1999
(20)  Academic Appeals Committee, 1996-98
(21)  Library Committee, 1995
(22)  Student Affairs Committee, 1994
(23)  Association of Faculty & Administrative Women, 1994-1999 [secretary, 1994-98]
(24)  Women's and Gender Studies Board and/or Faculty, 1993-present
(25)  Honors Council, 1997
(26)  Search Committee for Associate Dean, Liberal Arts, 1998
(27)  Inaugural Columnist, "Professor's Perspective," Sidelines, 1997
(28)  June Anderson Women’s Center, Advisory Board, 1998
(29)  June S. Anderson Scholarship Foundation, 1995-present, [president, 2004-present]
