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Middle Tennessee State University 
Finance and Personnel Committee 

Monday, August 30, 2017 – 2:00pm 

 

ORDER OF BUSINESS 
 

I. Call to Order 

II. Roll Call 

III. Statement of Necessity 

IV. Remarks by Board Chairperson / President 

V. Permanent Appointment of the University Provost (Action) ........................... Tab 1 

VI. Capital Outlay Project Submittal (Action) ....................................................... Tab 2 

VII. Other Business 
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Middle Tennessee State University 
Board of Trustees 

 
 
MEETING: Finance and Personnel Committee 

SUBJECT: Permanent Appointment of the  
University Provost

DATE: August 30, 2017

PRESENTER: Alan Thomas

ACTION REQUIRED: Roll Call Vote

STAFF RECOMMENDATION: Approval

   
BACKGROUND INFORMATION: 
 

Policy 808 – Compensation Reporting and Approvals – requires the appointment and 
salary recommendation of Vice Presidents or other executives reporting directly to the 
President be approved by the Board of Trustees. 

The attached recommendation to permanently appoint Dr. Mark Byrnes, Interim 
University Provost, as well as the salary request included, falls under this approval 
requirement and is therefore being presented to the Finance and Personnel Committee. 
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Capital Outlay Project Submittal 

Mechatronics Engineering Building 
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Middle Tennessee State University 
Board of Trustees

MEETING: Finance and Personnel Committee 

SUBJECT: Capital Outlay Project Submittal
 Mechatronics Engineering Building

DATE:
August 30, 2017

PRESENTER: Patti Miller

ACTION REQUIRED: 

STAFF RECOMMENDATION:

Roll Call Vote

Approval

BACKGROUND INFORMATION: 

With the passage of the FOCUS Act in Spring 2016, each of the six Locally Governed 
Institutions (LGI), along with the TBR and UT systems, will submit funding requests for capital 
outlay projects directly to the Tennessee Higher Education Commission (THEC).  Projects 
should be ranked in priority order by the institution/system when submitted.  Campus rankings 
are then taken into account by THEC in the overall ranking process.   

The Finance and Personnel Committee approved the University’s recommendation of submitting 
the Academic Classroom Building (ACB) as the #1 priority outlay project for FY 2018-19 funding 
at its August 15, 2017 meeting.  The ACB was envisioned as a priority project in both the 2008 
and 2016 Master Plans, which were approved by the State Building Commission 
(SBC) in February 2008 and August 2016, respectively.  The project was originally accepted as 
a TBR priority outlay project in June 2012 and placed in line to receive full project funding in FY 
2017-18.   As a result, MTSU received SBC approval in June 2016 for full planning and use of 
local match funding to complete the project design.   

The Mechatronics Engineering Building project is in the early pre-planning phase and is being 
recommended for submission as the #2 priority outlay project to THEC for funding in FY 2018-
19. This project is in the 2016 Master Plan, as part of the Engineering Technology (ET) facility, 
with a proposed location that is in close proximity to the Science Corridor. Additional details of 
this project are included in the attached materials.

The attached project DB70 and support materials are submitted for your review, with a 
recommendation to submit the project to THEC for FY 2018-19 capital outlay funding.  
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DB70 form - Project Request

1 Department: Tennessee Board of Regents 332.60
Institution: Middle Tennessee State University
Project: Mechatronics Engineering Building
City/County: Murfreesboro/Rutherford

2 Fiscal Year: 2018/ 2019

3 X Capital Outlay New Reno/Maint 0
 Capital Maintenance 92,000 Gross Sq.Ft. 0

Disclosure 48,000 Net Sq.Ft. 5,000
X Designer Required 391.00 Cost/Sq.Ft. 0.00

4 Project Description:
Design and construct a facility for Mechatronics Engineering and related programs.  Site preparation includes demolition of  
the Abernathy and Ezell buildings. Provide renovations to relocate 2 recording studios and offices currently located in Ezell.  
Abernathy is currently vacant, and the 2nd and 3rd floors of Ezell are vacant.   Construct addition to Satellite Chiller Plant to 
house new 1500 ton chiller. Request CM/GC construction delivery.

5 Total Project Allocation Estimated Construction Cost: 35,972,000.00

36,000,000.00 36,000,000.00 Building Construction
6,775,000.00 6,775,000.00 Site & Utilities, Demo Exist’g. Bldgs.

225,000.00 225,000.00 Renovation
43,000,000.00 43,000,000.00 Bid Target
1,500,000.00 1,500,000.00 Contingency: 3.49 3.49 percent

44,500,000.00 44,500,000.00 M.A.C.C. 2,396,758.00

2,409,939.00 1.00 2,409,939.00 Fee:  5.38597430 New
6,000,000.00 6,000,000.00 Movable Equipment New

350,000.00 350,000.00            Commissioning Renovation

250,000.00 250,000.00            Precon Services Multi-Part

490,061.00 490,061.00 Administration & Miscellaneous Fixed

54,000,000.00 54,000,000.00 Total Cost

6 Funding Request: THIS REQUEST
45,000,000.00 45,000,000.00 STATE funds 1

0.00 0.00 FEDERAL funds
9,000,000.00 9,000,000.00 Local and Institutional Funds Gift Funds

7 Sources of Available Funding: fund year description
already approved for 0.00
existing SBC project 0.00

0.00 0.00
plus This Request 0.00

54,000,000.00 0.00

8 SBC Action: If an existing project, SBC Project No.: n/a

9 Designer: t b a

DB70 
5:30 PM 8/26/17 page !  of  !1 4

Project (DB70 Full 04.2017).xlsx 
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Proposed Capital Outlay Project 
MTSU Mechatronics Engineering 

08.30.2017 
 
 
 
Project Summary 
 

Design and construct new facilities for the Mechatronics Engineering pro-
gram. The project scope includes new labs, classrooms, offices and sup-
port spaces, demolition of Abernathy and Ezell buildings, and relocation 
of two recording studios and faculty offices currently in Ezell.  The project 
requires an addition to the Satellite Chiller Plant and a 1500 ton chiller.   

 
Description 
  

Area – Approximately 48,000 net s.f. / 92,000 gross s.f. 
Location – Designated site shown in 2016 Master Plan, corner of Alumni 
Drive and Blue Raider Drive at the site of Abernathy and Ezell buildings 
Status - Preplanning 

 
Programs Served 
 

 Major – Mechatronics, 237 Full Time Undergraduates, 28 Part 
Time Undergraduate = 265 TOTAL 

 Major - Engineering Technology, 328 Full Time Undergraduates, 
11 Full Time Graduate, 77 Part Time Undergraduate, 5 Part Time 
Graduate = 421 TOTAL 

Concentrations: 
- Computer engineering technology 
- Electro-Mechanical Technology 
- Engineering systems technology 
- Mechanical Engineering Technology 
- Pre-Engineering 

 
Master Plan 
 

The 2016 Master Plan located the program in close proximity in anticipa-
tion of developing a “Science Corridor of Innovation” neighborhood on 
the south edge of the academic core.  The plan accommodates land area 
for new facilities for Math and Computer Science, Engineering Technol-
ogy and Concrete and Construction Management.   
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Migration Spaces  
 

The program is currently located in Voorhies, in the Midgett Building, and 
also two Mechatronics Labs and 6 offices are in the newly renovated Da-
vis Science building.  There are multiple offices and two recording studios 
in Ezell Hall.  Ezell and Abernathy are planned for demolition prior to the 
start of construction to prepare for the site, and the recording studios are 
planned to be relocated to Jones Hall as part of the project.  

 
Total Project Cost   
 
 $45,000,000 State Funds 
 $  9,000,000 Gift Funds 
 $54,000,000 Total Project Cost 
 
Project Planning 
 

 Perkins+Will – 2016 Master Plan 
 Perkins+Will – Preplanning services for review of program assumptions, costs per space type 

based on similar University Engineering Technology buildings 
 Inflation index projection to 2020 approximately 3.5% annually  
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Site:   
MTSU Mechatronics Engineering 
08.30.2017
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